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GEOLOGICAL SETTING

123
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DATA AND METHODS
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244
Active retreat of terraced mudstone slopes through spalling erosion was noted on 11
245
separate occasions over the course of the 17 ROV dives (Figure 3a & b) . Additionally, the 246 undermining of basal sections of mudstone terraces through localized spalling failure and 247 bioerosion was observed (Figure 3b ).
248
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270
Although large-scale rock slope failures (RSF) were not the main focus of this study, unconsolidated sediment sample (soil in engineering terms) was identified as a silty clay 295 through particle size analysis (Figure 5a ).
296
The strength experiments revealed two distinct groups of carbonate rock: the muddy 297 carbonates group which has a lower porosity and a higher strength than the pure carbonates 298 group by a factor of about three and two to eight, respectively (Table 1 and The plasticity plot (Figure 5d ) shows the unconsolidated silty clay to be highly plastic. often clustered into highly concentrated areas (Figure 4c & d) .
313
Spalling and exfoliation is prevalent where terrace surfaces have been extensively 314 bored and it was noted that fresh surfaces exposed following spalling failure were devoid of 315 borings whereas adjacent, weathered surfaces were heavily bioeroded (Figure 4c ).
316
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